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THE UPSET IS THE FIRST 
DEMOCRATIC SENATE VICTORY 


IN 25 YEARS IN THE STATE 


victory in a quarter-century in 
Alabama, one of the reddest of 
red states, and proved anew 
that party loyalty is anything 
but sure in the age of Trump. 
The Republican loss was a ma- 
jor embarrassment for the pres- 
ident and a fresh wound for the 
nation’s already divided GOP. 


By Kim Chandler 
and Steve Peoples 
The Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, ALA. » In a stun- 
ning victory aided by scandal, 
Democrat Doug Jones won Al- 
abama’s special Senate election 
on Tuesday, beating back his- 
tory, an embattled Republican 


opponent and President Donald Trump, 
who urgently endorsed GOP rebel Roy 
Moore despite a litany of sexual mis- 


conduct allegations. 


“We have shown not just 


around the state of Alabama, but we 
have shown the country the way — that 
we can be unified,” Jones declared as 


supporters in a Birmingham ballroom 


It was the first Democratic Senate 
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Doug Jones 

and his wife, 
Louise, wave 

to supporters 
before speaking 
Tuesday in 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Jones defeated 
Republican 

Roy Moore, 

who faces 
multiple sexual 
misconduct 
allegations, 

in the special 
election for the 
seat previously 
held by Attorney 
General Jeff 
Sessions. 


JOHN BAZEMORE 
— AP 


Twins Margarita and Natalia Guzman, who participate in 
extreme fitness challenges, look to build careers as trainers 


By Keith Sharon 
ksharon@scng.com 
@KeithSharonOC on Twitter 


She fought like hell. 

At one point she thought her 
arm was going to be pulled off. 

“Tt was the hardest thing I’ve 
ever had to do,” Margarita Guz- 
man said as she described the day 
she competed at Castaic Lake in 
“Steve Austin’s Broken Skull Chal- 
lenge,” a television show that fea- 
tures some of the most difficult 
fights and feats of extreme fitness 
you'll ever see. Guzman grunted, 
crawled, pulled and strained 
against her opponent in an event 
called Drag Race, trying to pull 
her opponent to a spot where she 
could ring a bell and move a step 
closer to winning the $10,000 
prize. 

Steve Austin, the former pro- 
fessional wrestler and the show’s 
ringmaster, saw the fight in her. 

She reached into her soul for 
something extra. 

And she lost. 

Here’s what happened after 
she was eliminated. She fought 
so hard that Steve Austin invited 
her back on the show. Her second 
“Broken Skull” appearance will 
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Natalia, left, and Margarita work out with Paul Mosqueda at OC Fit in Irvine. The women, who will 
open an OC Fit gym in Tustin on Jan. 1, train about 250 people each week. 
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PHOTOS: BILL ALKOFER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Margarita Guzman lifts her twin sister, Natalia, at OC Fit in Irvine. The women are competitive obstacle course racers. 
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Crews fight 
to keep 
Thomas 
fire from 


homes 


Skirball fire blamed 
on illegal cooking 


— 
From staff and news service reports 


Fueled by rekindled winds, 
the fifth-largest wildfire in Cal- 
ifornia history expanded again 
Tuesday, with crews struggling 
to keep flames from the Thomas 
fire from roaring down from a 
wooded coastal ridge into neigh- 
borhoods. Tens of thousands of 
people remained evacuated, in- 
cluding many from the seaside 
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GENE BLEVINS — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
U.S. Forest Service crews fight fire 
with fire as they set off backfires 
to cut off the northern flank of the 
Thomas fire on Saturday. 


Report: Disney deal for 
Fox expected this week 


Walt Disney Co. may soon an- 
nounce the acquisition of a large 
piece of 21st Century Fox Inc., 
transferring famed Hollywood 


properties to new owners. 
BUSINESS ON NEWS 12 


S.F. mayor dies after 
suffering heart attack 

Ed Lee, a son of 
Chinese immi- 
grants who rose to 
become the city’s 
first Asian Ameri- 
can mayor, was 65 
years old. NEws8 


Critics lash out at Trump’s 
criticism of senator 
Backlash was swift after the 
president attacked Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand in a tweet saying she 
“would do anything” for campaign 
donations. News 3 
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